
4) GeSeft fiber die Volksver.frefung, Z. Jult 197.8 -)

Representation of the People (Equal Franchise) Act. July 2, 1928.

(18 &amp; 19 Geo. 5. Ch. 12)
Be it enacted by the King&apos;s most Excellent Majesty, by and with

the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com-

mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:-,

Ii. For the purpose of providing that the parliamentary franchise
Assimilation of shall be the same, for men and women, subsections (i) and (2) of section
parliamentary four of the Representation of the People Act, 1918 (in this Act referred
franchise ot

men and o- to as &gt;Ahe principal Act#) shall be repealed and the following sections
men. 7&amp;8Geo. Shall be substituted for sections one and two of that Act:-
5. c. 64,

(Section to be substituted lor the said section one.)
-(i) A person shall be entitled to be registered as a par-

liamentary elector for a constituency (other than -a university
constituency), if he or she is of full age and not subject to any
legal incapacity; and

(a) has the requisite residence qualification; or

(b) has the requisite business, premises qualification; or

(c) is the husband or wife of a person entitled to be

so registered in respect of a business premises qualification.
(2) A person, in order to have the requisite residence quali-

fication or business premises qualification for a constituency-
(a) must on the last day of the qualifying period be

residing in premises in the constituency, or occupying
business premises in the constituency, as the case may be; and

1) In Nord-Irland erging ein entsprechendes Gesetz (18 &amp; ig Geo V Ch. 24), welches
deshalb besonders interessant ist, weil das Wahl*recht zu den kommunalen Körperschaften
auch auf Gesellschaften als solche ausgedehnt wird. je nach der Größe des zur Ausübung
des Wahlreehts qualifizierenden Grundbesitzes der Gesellschaft, kann diese bis zu 6 Stim-

men erhalten (s. 3).
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(b) must during the whole of the qualifying period have
resided in premises, or occupied business premises, as the

case may be, in the constituency, !or in another constituency
within the same parliamentary borough or parliamentary
county, or within - a parliamentary borough or parliamen-
tary county contiguous to that borough or county, or sepa-
rated from that borough or. county by water, not exceeding
at the nearest point six miles in breadth, measured in the

case, of tidal water from low-water mark.

For the purposes of. this subsection the administrative county
of London shall be treated as a parliamentary borough.

(3) The expression &apos;business pIremises&apos; in this section means

land or other premises of the yearly Value ,of not less than ten

pounds Occupied for the purpose of the business, profession, or

trade of the person to be registered.&quot;
(Section to be&apos;substituted lor the said section two.)

A person shall be entitled to be registered as a&apos;parlia-
mentary elector for a university constituency if he or she is of

full age and not subject to any legal incapacity, and has received

a degree (other &apos;than an honorary degree) at any university
forming, or forming part of, the constituency, or in. the case

of the S*cottish universities is qualified under section twenty-
seven of the Representation of the People (Scotland) Act, 1868,
or, if a woman, has been admitted to and passed the final exa-

mination, and kept underthe conditions required of women by
the university, the period of residence, necessary for a man to

31 &amp; 32 Viet-

obtain a degree at any university forming, or forming part of, c. 48.

a university constituency which did not at the time the exami-

nation was passed admit women to degrees.&quot;
2. For the purpose of providing that the local government franchise

shall be the same for men and women, subsection (3) of section four

of the principal Act shall be repealed, and the following section&apos; shall Assimilation of

be substituted for section three of that Act: local govern-
ment franchise

A person shall be entitled to be registered as a local govern- of..men and,

ment elector for a local government electoral area if he or she is-omen.

.of full age and not subject to any legal incapacity, and-

(a) is on the last day of the qualifying period occupying as

owner or tenant any land or premises in that area; and

(b)&apos;has during the whole of the qualifying period so occupied
any land or premises in that area, or, if that area is not

an administrative county or a county borough, in any ad-

ministrative county or county borough in which the area

is wholly. or partly situate; or

(C) is the husband or wife of a person entitled to be so registered
in respect of premises in which both the person so entitled
and the husband or wife, as the case may be, reside:
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Provided that-

(i) for the purposes of this section a person who in-
habits any dwelling-house by virtue of any office, service,
or employment, shall, if the dwelling-house is not in-
habited by the person in whose service he or she is in
such office, service, or employment, be deemed to occupy
the dwelling-house as a tenant; and

(ii) for the purposes of this section the word tenant
shall include a person who occupiesIa room or rooms as a

lodger only where the room&apos;or rooms is or are let to that

person in, an unfurnished state; and

(iii) for the purpose of paragraph (c) of this section,
a naval or military voter who is registered in, respect of

a residence qualification which he or she would have had
but for his or her service shall be deemed to -be resident
in accordance with that qualification.&quot;

Consequential 3. The amendments specified in the second column of the Schedule
amendments.

to this Act, being amendments consequential on -the foregoing provi-
sions of this Act, shall be made in the provisions of, the principal Act

specified in the first column of that Schedule.,
Amendment of 4. The following shall be substituted for subsection (i) section
s. 8 of princl- eight of the principal Act (which relates to the right of registered&apos;personspal Act,

to vote):-
(I) Every person registered as a parliamentary elector for any

constituency shall, while so registered (and in the case of a woman

notwithstanding sex or marriage) be entitled to vote at an election

of. a member to. serve in Parliament for that constituency, but a

person shall not vote at a general electiOn for&apos;more than one con-

stituency for which he or she is registered by virtue of a residence

qualification, or for more, than one constituency for which he or

she is registered by virtue of other qualifications of any -kind&quot;.
Maximurnscale
of election 5. The Fourth Schedule to the principal Act (which relates to the
expenses. maximum scale of election -expenses) shall have effect as if for the word

Special provi-
sevenpence&quot; there were substituted the word &quot;sixpence.&quot;

sions with res-
6.

pect to register
of electors to

be made in

1929.
Local govern- 7. following paragraph shall be substituted for paragraph (3)
ment franchise of section forty-three of the principal Act, &apos;which provides for the appli-in Scotland.

cation of the principal Act to Scotland &apos;subject to certain modifica-
tions:

(3) Section three of this Act shall not apply, and in lieu there-
of:

(a) A person who is of full ago and not subject to any legal
incapacity shall be entitled to be registered as a local govern-
ment elector for a local government &apos;electoral area if he or she is
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on&apos;the last day of.the -qualifying Period and has been during the
whole Of that period

(i) the owner Of
-

lands and heritages -within &apos;the area

the yearly value of not less than ten pounds:&apos;Where such
lands. and&apos;heritages are&apos;in the joint ownership of,t*o or more

persons the aggregate,ii,yearly value of the lands and

heritages is notI.less than the amount produced by multiplying
ten pounds by the number ofthe joint owners&quot; of the

joint.owners shall be treated as owning lands and heritages
of the yearly value. of not less than ten- pounds-, or

(ii) Ahe occupier, as tenant of lands and heritages within
the area of the yearly value&apos;of not less&apos;than ten, pounds:
Where such lands

-

and heritages are. in:, the. joiiit; Occupation
as tenants of two or more persons, and the aggregate. yearly
value of the lands and heritages is not less than,the amount

produced by multiplying ten pounds by the number oUthe

joint occupiers, each of-the joint occupiers* shall be treated
as occupying lands and heritages&apos;:.of the yearly value of,nOt
less than ten pounds;,, or.

(iii) the inhabitant occupier as .owner or tenant of- - a

dwelling. house.within -the area; or J

(iv) the, occupier of lodgings within the area of.,the yearly
value, if let unfurnished, of not, less than ten pounds- Where
such lodgings are in the j oint occupation. of not more,: than
two persons and the aggregate yearly value as. aforesaid of.-the

lodgings is not less than twenty,pounds, each..of the joint
lodgers shall be treated as occupying lodgings of the yearly
value of not less than ten pounds; or

(v) the inhabitant occupier, virtue of any office, ser-

vice,, ore ...within the areamployment a,. dwelling,hQ4
which-is not inhabited by the Pers&apos;on:m&apos;*hose service he or&apos;
she is in such office, service, or emplbymenf
(b) The ownership or, occupation in immediate succession

of different lands and heritages, dwelling-houses, or lodgings, as

the case may be, in the - same parliamentary county or, in, the
same parliamentary borough shall, have the like effect in quali-
fying:,a person to be registered as a local government elector
for a1ocal government electoral area Aherein, respectively, as the
continued ownership or occupation of the,-same lands and heri-

tages, dWelling-houses, or lodgings withinAhat area:

(c) The husband,or wife of, a,,person entitled to.be registered
as a&apos;local government electoi-&apos;fgr a local government electoral

area in pursuance of the foregoing provisions of this section,
f

in respect of premises- in which both f1fie person so entitled -and the
-husband or wife,as-the case reside, shall, if he or §h(

is of-full age and not subject to, any, legal incapacity, be entitled

to be so registered for. that rarea, and for the purpose of this

Z. ausl. 6ff. Recht u. V61kerr. Bd. x, T. 2: Urk. 31
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provision a naval,or military voter who is registered in respect
of a residence quahfication which he or she would have had but
for his or her service shall be deemed to be resident in accordance
with that qualification:

(d) In this section &apos;owner&apos; shall include heir of entail in.
possession, life-renter, and beneficiary entitled under any trust

to the rents -and profits of lands and. heritages and shall not

include the fiar of lands and heritages subject to a life-rent, nor

tutor, curator, judicial factor, nor commissioner; &apos;lands and

heritages&apos; has the same meaning as in the Valuation Acts, and

&apos;dwelling-house&apos; means any house or part of a house occupied
as a separate dwelling.&quot;

Short title, con- 8.-(1) This Act may be cited as the Representation of. the People
struction and (Equal Franchise) Act, 1928, and the Representation of the People
application.

Acts, 1918 to 1926, and this Act may be cited together as the Repre-
sentation of the People Acts.

(2) This Act shall be construed as one with the Representation
of the People Acts, 1918 to 1926.

(3) Nothing in this Act shall affect the right of any person, or

confer on any person any right, to be registered in the register of electors

to be made in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-eight, or to vote

at any time before the register of electors to be made in the year nineteen

hundred and twenty-nine comes into operation.
(4) This Act shall apply to Northern Ireland so far as it relates

to matters with respect to which the Parliament of Northern Ireland
have no power to make laws.

SCHEDULE.

Section 3- CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS OF PRINCIPAL ACT.

Provisions of principal Act. Amendments to be made.

Section 5 In subsection (3) for the words &quot;the age required under this Act

in the case of that person&quot; there shall be substituted the words

&quot;full age&quot;.
Section 7 Paragraph (b) of subsection (i) shall be omitted.

In subsection (3) for the word &quot;man&quot; there shall be substituted

the word &quot;person&quot;; for the word &quot;he&quot; where it.first and secondly
occurs there shall be substituted the -words &quot;that person&quot;,
and for the words &quot;the time when he so commenced to reside&quot;

there shall be substituted the words &quot;the commencement of

the residence&quot;.

Section 22 - In. subsection (2) the words &quot;(except as provided in that Sche-

dule)&quot; shall be omitted.

&apos;Section 43 - Paragraph (4), and in paragraph (5) the words &quot;for men&quot;, shall

be omitted.

:Schedule 2 - In Part II. for the words &quot;a man&quot; where those words occur in

No. i and NO. 2, there shall be substituted the words &quot;a person&quot;.
No. 3, including the Note thereto, shall be omitted.
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Under the heading &quot;Declarations at University Election&quot; the

words &quot;(in the case of a man)&quot; and the words -(in the case

of a woman) - &apos;I have not voted at this general election for

any other university constituency&quot;&apos; shall be omitted.

Schedule 5 In the Form of Voting Paper in Part I. and in Forms A and C in

Part II. the words &quot;(In the case of a man)&quot; and the words

-(In. the case of a woman) that I have not voted at this general
election for any other university constituency&quot; shall be omitted.
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