Die britische und die französische Erklärung
13. Februar 1939 zur Genfer Generalakte vom

vom

26.
x.

1928

September

Schreiben des britischen

Auswiirtigen

des V61kerbunds

vom

Amu,

an

13. Februar

den Generalsekretiir

iq 1)

Foreign Ollice,
London, February

Sir,

13, 1939.
Viscount Halifax to inform you that His Majesty&apos;s
Government in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
I

directed

Am

by

have had under consideration the fact that under Article 45 (1) and (2) of the
General Act for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes drawn up
at Geneva

on

the 26th

September, 1928,

which the Act runs, in the absence of

August

the next

denunciation,

period

of five years for
on the 16th

commences

next.

His Majesty&apos;s Government in the United Kingdom remain firmly
attached to the principle of the pacific settlemerA of international disputes,
and they would be most unwilling to mak *e use of their right to terminate their
2.

participation

in the General Act

that in the Memorandum
&apos;) Cmd.

5947.

on

the

as

from next

proposed

Miscellaneous No.

2

August. They recall, however,
Majesty&apos;s Govern-

accession of His

(1939).
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ment in the United Kingdom to the General Act, which was issued on the
the late
23rd February, 1931, by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
-

Mr. Arthur Henderson

-

it

was

stated

as

follows:

-

&quot;

The initial currency of the General Act is a period of five years
from the first accessions. Since these took effect in 1929 the General
Act will be binding upon those who now accede to it up to 1934, when
it may be either continued in its present form, or revised in the light of

changes in public opinion.&quot;
by His Majesty&apos;s Government at the time of their
accession that the General Act might require revision in the light of experience.
3. The time has now come for His Majesty&apos;s Government to decide
whether, and if so under what conditions, they are prepared to continue to be
bound by the General Act for a further period of five years.
4. So far as concerns the settlement of disputes arising in peacetime, His
Majesty&apos;s Government are ready to subscribe fully to the General Act.
5. But His Majesty&apos;s Government are bound also to bear in mind that
the General Act, though aimedat securing the pacific determination of disputes
between nations, is by its present terms applicable also in the possible event of
disputes arising during war. In particular, they cannot exclude from consideration the changes which have occured in regard to the League of Nations,
and the position of its members in relation to their obligations under the
experience

It

was

and of

thus made clear

Covenant.
6. His

Majesty&apos;s

Kingdom have therefore
unhappy event of their finding themselves at
they could not continue to be bound by the Act

Government in the United

reached the conclusion that in the
war

at any time in the future

regards disputes arising in such conditions.
7. His Majesty&apos;s Government would be ready to consider any proposals
which might seem likely to secure general acceptance for the revision of the
Act so as to bring it into conformity with present conditions.
8. 1 am therefore directed to notify you that, availing themselves of the
provisions of Article 45 (4) and Article 39 of the General Act, His Majesty&apos;s
Government in the United Kingdom will continue, after the 16th August,
:1939, to participate in the General Act for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes subject to the reservation that, as from that date, the
participation of His Majesty&apos;s Government in the United Kingdom in the
General Act will not, should they unfortunately find themselves involved in
hostilities, cover disputes arising out of events occurring during the war.
This reservation applies also to the procedure of conciliation.
9. 1 am to add that the participation of His Majesty&apos;s Government in the
United Kingdom in the General Act after the 16th August, 1939, will continue,
as heretofore, to be subject to the reservations set forth in their instrument of
as

accession.
I am, &amp;c.
GEORGE MOUNSEY.

2.

Schreiben des franz6sischen Aussenministers an den GeneralsekretAr
des V61kerbunds vOm 13. Februar 19399

Monsieur le secr6taire

g6n6ral,

J&apos;ai Yhonneur de porter I votre connaissance que le gouvernement de la
R6publique fran au moment oii Yacte g6n6ral d&apos;arbitrage est sur le point
1) Temps

v.

5.3-1939.

http://www.zaoerv.de
© 1939/40, Max-Planck-Institut für ausländisches öffentliches Recht und Völkerrecht

Brit.

d&apos;entrer dans

acte,

a

pris

u.

franz.

Erklärung

zur

Genfer Generalakte

171

nouvelle phiode de 5 ans, conform6ment ä Farticle 45 dudit
consid6ration la situation telle.qu&apos;elle se pr pour lui ä cet

une

en

Le gouvernement de la

R6publique

entend maintenir l&apos;adh

qu&apos;il

a

donn6e audit acte. Il lui faut toutefois tenir compte de la situation nouvelle
qui rAsulte, tant de lalsortie de certains Etats de la Soci des Nations que de

l&apos;interpr6tation que certains membres de la Soei ont donn de leurs obligations r du pacte.
D&apos;autre part, il ne saurait perdre de vue que, selon le principe admis par
les conventions de la Haye, les Etats bellig doivent, en temps de guerre,
etre tous soumis aux m8mes r
En raison de

ces

consWrations,

,et 45, alin6a 4, dudit acte,
vante:

j&apos;ai

et

me

l&apos;honneur de

r
vous

aux articles 39, alin 2,
adresser la d6claration sui-

la R6publique fran dklare ajouter ä Vinstrug6n6ral darbitrage, d6pos6 en son nom le 21 mai 1931,
la r6serve que d6sormais ladite adhesion ne s&apos;6tendra, pas aux diff relatifs ä des 6v6nements qui viendraient ä se produire au cours d.&apos;une guerre dans
Iaquelle il serait imphqu6.

Le

gouvernement de

ment d&apos;adh6sion ä Facte
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